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Turtles have wandered the earth for over 200 million years. They have 
been on the planet since the time of dinosaurs. Present day turtles remain 
unchanged from their ancestors that lived more than 150 million years 
ago during the Jurassic period.

Today, more than 300 species of turtles inhabit the planet and most 
dwell in fresh water. There are around 50 different species that are 
found in North America.

Most freshwater turtles spend time during the day lazing in the sun 
together. They bask on top of each other, along sandy river banks, on 
floating logs, and on top of rocks. Even though turtles are aquatic, as 
reptiles they have to breathe oxygen. Freshwater turtles occasionally 
float just under the surface of the water with their nostrils barely above 
the surface. Different species of turtles prefer to live in different 
environments. Some prefer to swim in a moving current. They swell in 
muddy or sandy bottoms, and in either vegetated or open bodies of 
water. Even though they live in diverse environments, they share similar 
physical structure. The minor differences in their appearance help with 
their identification.



































Acknowledgments
Special thanks to George Heinrich of the Florida Turtle Conservation Trust  

and Allen Salzberg of Herpdigest.Org, for their review of  
the information on freshwater turtles. 

George Heinrich
 www.flct.org

Allen Salzberg
www.herpdigest.org 

This book was printed with funds from a Public Outreach Grant 
from the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program. 

This book was printed with a Bay Mini Grant  
from the Tampa Bay Estuary Program. 


