
 

 

RESEARCH SHOWS  
SEAGRASS GAINS  
 
Tampa Bay has gained nearly 1,300 
acres of seagrass since 2004, and 
now supports more seagrass than at 
any time measured since the 1950s, 

according to newly released data presented to the Tampa Bay Estuary 
Program (TBEP). 
 
Overall, the amount of seagrasses in Tampa Bay increased by 4.7 % 
percent from 2004-2006, according to surveys conducted by scientists 
with the Southwest Florida Water Management District’s Surface  
Water Improvement and Management (SWIM) Program.  Seagrasses – 
which generally grow in waters less than 6 feet deep – are an  
important barometer of the bay’s health because they require  
relatively clean water to flourish and are nursery areas for marine life. 
 
SWIM scientists assess seagrass coverage in the bay every two 
years, using a combination of maps produced from aerial 
 photographs followed by ground-truthing to verify accuracy. Digital 
photography was used for the first time this year to collect the aerial 
images. The use of digital imagery, combined with good water clarity 
in February 2006 -- when the surveys were conducted -- allowed  
scientists to reliably map deeper-water seagrass beds for the first 
time.  
 
The results indicate that Tampa Bay has about 28,299 acres of  
seagrass – far less than the Estuary Program’s goal of 38,000 acres, 
but the highest recorded total since the benchmark 1950s period 
adopted by the Program.   
 
Not all bay segments experienced seagrass expansion. Significant 
 declines were noted in Middle Tampa Bay – which lost 1,180 acres of  
seagrass from 2004-2006 -- and in Hillsborough Bay, with a loss of 151 
acres of seagrass during that time frame.  
 
Conversely, the area generally north of the Gandy Bridge, known as 
Old Tampa Bay, experienced a 16% increase in seagrasses from 2004-
2006 – good news for an area that had been steadily losing  
seagrasses for a decade. 

The Tampa Bay 
Estuary Atlas is a 
web-based   
information  
gateway for  
Citizens  
interested in the 
health of the bay.  
 
Learn about  
current water 
quality, see 
where habitat 
restoration  
projects are  
located, or 
search a digital 
library for  
scientific reports 
online . 
 
Check it out at 
www.tampabay. 
wateratlas.org 
 

Surf Tampa 
Bay with the  
Estuary Atlas 



 

 

TBEP Assisting with Basin Management 
Plans in Hillsborough 

 
The Tampa Bay Estuary Program is facilitating the development of 
comprehensive Basin Management Action Plans (BMAPs) to 
identify and address the causes of water quality impairments in  
major drainage basins in Hillsborough County. 
 
TBEP is providing the facilitation and support services at the  
request of Hillsborough County and the City of Tampa. The project 
will culminate with release of a draft BMAP  for the targeted areas 
in July 2007. 
 
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection is requiring 
that all local governments with waterways that have been  
designated as “impaired” develop BMAPs to reduce loadings of 
key pollutants such as nutrients, bacteria, and mercury. The 
BMAPs will spell out specific strategies to ensure that levels of 
these pollutants do not exceed the Total Maximum Daily Loads 
established by the state for the waterways. 
 
The BMAP process TBEP is facilitating addresses bacterial  
contamination (as measured by fecal coliforms) in six waterways 
in the Hillsborough River watershed.  
 
The BMAP process involves reviews of existing water quality 
 information; an inventory of existing or planned pollution  
reduction projects; identification of new issues and information 
gaps; and development and implementation of comprehensive 
plans to address source of pollution.  
 
The facilitation and coordination of this effort is being financed 
with a $94,500 grant from the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection. More than a dozen major stakeholders also are con-
tributing significantly to this effort.  

“Give A Day For The Bay” 
 
More than 40 volunteers and 12  
Hillsborough County staffers 
pulverized invasive Brazilian  
pepper trees along the shoreline of 
Mosaic Park in Riverview at the 
first “Give A Day For The Bay” 

workday of 2007.  The workday was a joint project of TBEP 
and the Hillsborough County Invasive Species Task Force.  

NEP Celebrates 20 
Years of Success 

 
This year 
marks the 
20th  
anniver-
sary of the 
National 
Estuary 
Program 

(NEP), a collaborative,  
science-based water  
quality improvement effort 
that has become a model 
for successful watershed 
management.  
 
Congress created the NEP 
in 1987 as a  program of 
the U.S. Environmental  
Protection Agency. NEPs 
assist communities sur-
rounding 28 of the nation’s 
most important estuaries 
(including Tampa Bay) in 
identifying key problems 
facing their waterways;  
implementing solutions to 
those problems; and  
monitoring success at 
reaching measurable 
goals.  
 
Collectively, the 28  
members of the National 
Estuary Program have 
helped to restore more 
than one million acres of 
estuarine habitat and, on 
average, raise $16.50 for 
every $1 provided by EPA. 
 
The Tampa Bay Estuary 
Program is pleased to be a  
part of this national  
success story. 


